
Read & Download (PDF Kindle) 
Panama Fever

 Peter Pickow

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/nBEDd/Panama-Fever
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/nBEDd/Panama-Fever
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/nBEDd/Panama-Fever
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/nBEDd/Panama-Fever


A thrilling tale of exploration, conquest, money, politics, and medicineThe Panama Canal was
the costliest undertaking in human history. It literally required moving mountains, breaking the
back of the great range that connects North and South America. Begun by the French in 1880,
its successful completion in 1914 by the Americans marked the end of the Victorian Age and the
beginning of the “American Century.”The building of the Panama Canal was a project whose
gestation spanned hundreds of years. Columbus himself searched for a way to get to the Pacific
across the narrow isthmus of Central America. For centuries, monarchs, presidents,
businessmen, and explorers all struggled to find such a passage, knowing that whoever
controlled it would exert unsurpassed control over global trade, and therefore the fate of
nations.The first history of this mighty achievement in nearly thirty years, Panama Fever draws
on diaries, memoirs, letters, and other contemporary accounts, bringing the experience of those
who built the canal vividly to life. The massive project riveted public attention: “Panama Fever”
spread throughout the Western world. Politicians and businessmen engaged in high-stakes
international diplomacy in order to influence its location, path, ownership, and construction.
Meanwhile, ditch-diggers, machinists, drivers, engineers, and foremen from all over the world
rushed to take advantage of high wages and the chance to be a part of history.But the grim
reality of Panama – searing heat, torrential rains, fatal mud slides, and malarial mosquitoes –
soon caught up with them. More than 25,000 of those who enthusiastically signed on as workers
succumbed to dysentery, yellow fever, and malaria, giving a fatal twist to the meaning of
“Panama Fever.” The truly horrific toll unleashed a second race to find a cure so the canal could
be completed. The discoveries of the heroic doctors who battled these diseases would lead to a
sea change in the way infectious diseases were treated, thus paving the way for the tremendous
medical advances of the twentieth century.Filled with remarkable characters, including Teddy
Roosevelt, Ulysses S. Grant, and Ferdinand de Lesseps, the French genius who built the Suez
Canal and almost snatched Panama out from under American control, Panama Fever is an epic
historical adventure that shows how a small but fiercely contested strip of land in a largely
unknown Central American nation suddenly made the world a smaller place and launched the
era of American global dominance.

“A knowledgeable overview of [a] vast, vibrant country . . . a thorough study deeply informed by
on-the-ground reporting.”—Kirkus Reviews (Kirkus Reviews)‘Until now, there has been no
concise English-language history of Brazil – vastness has perhaps overwhelmed previous
attempts. Michael Reid’s Brazil fills the gap with a valuable study likely to remain a well-thumbed
reference for years. . .His clear, deeply researched account reaches back 500 years to identify
three broad themes that continue to shape Brazil’s development.’—John Paul Rathbone, The



Financial Times (Michael Reid Financial Times 2014-06-07)‘Perfectly timed for the World Cup,
Reid’s book is highly readable and scholarly. His subtle analysis is captured in a subtitle that
makes clear that Brazil is both an emerging world power and a nation with deep-seated
problems rooted in its colonial past, slavery and official paternalism.’—Gideon Rachman, The
Financial Times (Gideon Rachman The Financial Times 2014-06-28)‘Reid, a Latin Americanist
of many years, opened the Economist’s office in Brazil, in the mid 1990s, and knows the country
intimately. His book should become the standard serious introduction to Brazil for anyone
needing a concise history combined with a clear analysis of contemporary politics. Having read
all the rest, I can say this is the best: elegantly written, concise and incisive.’—Misha Glenny, The
Irish Times (Misha Glenny Irish Times 2014-06-21)“A rich, detailed account of Brazil’s tug-of-war
between hope and disappointment”—Marcos Troyjo, Americas Quarterly (Marcos Troyjo
Americas Quarterly)“This compelling account of the country’s history . . . represents the most
thoughtful and balanced recent assessment of Brazil’s enormous triumphs and crushing failures,
and of what lies ahead.”—Peter Hakim, Foreign Affairs (Peter Hakim Foreign Affairs)‘The book is
an excellent introduction to the country, published at an opportune time, given the recent
election in Brazil, and the deeply contrasting visions of the future at stake.’—David Gallagher,
TLS. (David Gallagher TLS 2015-05-01)About the AuthorMichael Reid is The Economist’s Latin
American columnist. He lived in Brazil from 1996 to 1999 and has been a frequent visitor since.
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Anonymous, “Absolute great read!. If you enjoy history and engineering, like the Hoover dam,
this is the book for you!”

Randy Keehn, “Damn the Mosquitos. Full Speed Ahead!. To see the Panama Canal has been a
wish of mine for years and I finally got the opportunity to fulfill my wish in 2006. It was by way of
a cruise ship so I must confess that I did not experience any of the hardships and difficulties of
those who were a part of its' construction. Still, I got to travel just about the whole distance. The
cruise ship moored in Lake Gatun and I and my family took a smaller boat to travel the rest of the
way. We stopped at the last lock from which we could see the Pacific Ocean. All along the way I
was able to listen to the history and the particular noteworthy sites we passed. After reading
Matthew Parker's "Panama Fever", I'm ready to go back and take an even closer look.The author
spend a short amount of time covering the prior plans of creating a shortcut from the lengthy
travels around the South America and back up the other side. Of note, as I recall, was the
impact that the Gold Rush in 1849 had on the isthmus of Panama. However, after all the
formalities, the book focuses on the two great attempts at creating the canal. I had heard of the
French efforts prior to the American's eventual success. I was impressed that the French
attempts were so extensive and lengthy. Indeed, the efforts of the French and the American
seem to take equal space in "Panama Fever" although, looking back it's more 1/3 French and
2/3 American. Maybe it seemed so equal in scope because the French were the ones who
broke the ground (as well as their investors). They discovered all the miriad of challenges which
eventually left them going home in patriotic and financial defeat. However, the American initative
found its way some years later meeting up with most of the same challenges yet perservering
and, generally conquering the many impediments.Perhaps the most fascinating aspect to the
story of the Panama Canal was the diseases, borne by mosquitos, that ravaged the many
thousands who succumbed to the Yellow Fever and Malaria. The concept that those pesky little
mites could be the cause of all the illness and death was contiually dismissed until President
Roosevelt himself took a stand on the issue.There are plenty of other side stories to go along
with the construction itself. I note some of the reviewers found that aspect to be too much detail.
Personally, I was fascinated by the way author Parker brought in so many aspects of the life and
struggles of the people involved. Many came from far and wide but the work horses seem to
generally come from Jamaica and Barbados. Their lives were depicted as well as those of
American (and, earlier, French) workers. With so much going on, the actual conclusion of the
canal almost caught me off guard.I thoroughly enjoyed "Panama Fever". I rated it with four stars
because it is a very good book. I try to hold back on the 5 stars unless I am completely
overwhelmed. For the authors very readable prose, the variety of fascinating sub-topics, and
gigantic subject itself, I'd give "Panama Fever" a 4.5.”



Chuck Clowdis, “A wonderful, yet tragic engineering marvel. Great read of a tragic episode of
human labor abuse and towering achievement that changed the world and introduced practical
GLOBALTRADE.My Mother’s oldest brother went to Panama as youngest of ten to balm his
craving to “build something big”! It almost killed him and to exacerbate his disappointments my
Grandfather called him home just before the Yellow Fever got him.But he had lessons,
memories, letters home, photos and stories that formed the basic tenent of his life.He brought
home 1–a fantastic engineering work ethic, and 2--an impression of the feckless French that
proved true at Dien Bien Phu: “C’est bon to Surrender to Defeat or Cowardice and not finish the
job! “.This history makes a fantastic book.”

Ebook Library Reader, “A great story week told. The Panama canal is an epic story,decades
long, from a hundred years ago -- a monumental writing challenge.Panama Fever does an
amazing job of organizing all that history into a surprisingly readable, memorable, and enjoyable
story that I recommend.”

Keith Miller, “The story of the canal is political, with lots .... The story of the canal is political, with
lots of power play battles behind the scenes. In addition to describing the engineering works,
people in key roles in the construction and workforce issues, perhaps half of the book relates to
politics. Developments such as the US involvement in the independence of Panama are key to
the canal and the book offers an interesting insight into how the Americans came to dominate
and how their attitude developed in to what it is today. It is an epic story of an epic event in many
different ways and Parker has woven it all together very well.”

HasFest, “Very good account of the building of the Panama Canal. Background reading before
transiting the canal”

Lenniejo, “Panama Review. I'm not a history buff, BUT this book is a wonderful history of how the
Panama Canal came to be going back to the 1500's. We are taking a cruise through the canal,
the history of it's construction will give me a very different view of it's development. Also visited
the Roosevelt Dam in AZ this week, so interesting to see these massive engineering projects
similarity. The disease issues were particularly surprising to me.”

David J. Glazier, “An excellent overview of the battle to construct the Canal. This is an enthralling
account of the history of the various endeavours to construct a canal to unite the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans via the Isthmus of Central America, particularly at Panama. The descriptions of
the hardships undergone by the mainly British West Indian labourers leaves one wondering why
it was permitted. The books intensity is spellbinding. But it comes to an abrupt end once the
canal is open to traffic - nearly 100 years' ago; what has happened since then?Just one adverse
comment; the editing is a bit lax, for example the author refers to the uniform that the labourers
were requited to wear and describes the "shirt and trousers" but the "r" in "shirt" is missing.You



should read "El Caballo de Oro" by Juan David Morgan first - this is an account of the
construction of the railway across the Isthmus woven around the romance of the marriage of one
the principal promotors. Fascinating.”

R.williams, “Five Stars. great information on a truly massive undertaking by humankind”

Ebook Library Reader, “Worth the money. Great book and the history is just amazing.”

The book by Peter Pickow has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 105 people have provided feedback.
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